Parents-Internet risks are just a link away
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At a major conference today on Internet safety, Brian Lenihan T.D., Minister for State at the Department of Health and Children, called for parents to take a special interest in their children's on-line activities. 
"Much of the content arriving at your child's PC" he said, "cannot be edited, censored or filtered in the way that older, physical media could." Government, service providers and technology itself all had an important role but these roles were not a substitute for parents taking responsibility themselves.

Dr Ethel Quayle from Cork University warned the conference that studies indicated that 1 in 33 children received some kind of solicitation over the Internet and pointed out that sex offenders can capitalise on the natural curiosity of children.

The conference discussed other downside Internet issues including the rising problem of racist material on the Internet as described by Patrick Martin from Dublin City University. 

Professor Sonia Livingstone, an expert in children and new media, stressed that while real risks are just one click away, we must sidestep the hype -both optimistic and pessimistic to understand the real issues. 

With contributions from all the major stakeholders, Government, service providers, hardware and software suppliers, parents and schools, and indeed the media itself, the main message of the conference was that everyone has, and must play, their part in Internet safety.

For further information contact:

Audrey Conlon, PRO, Internet Advisory Board, at 087-6776572 or Máirín Ní Dhuinn at 087-2214508

