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ARE YOUR CHILDREN ON SOCIAL NETWORKING SITES?
How do you monitor and protect your kids?

Parents Seminar on Social Networking Featuring International Experts

What: Dr Rachel O’Connell, Chief Safety Officer, Bebo and John Carr, International Internet Consultant on Child Safety to address seminar on social networking

Where: Conrad Hotel, Earlsfort Terrace, Dublin 2

When: Friday 22nd, February, 8.30 am to 10.00 am

Social Networking is a relatively new phenomenon, but one that impacts on almost every parent of every child or teenager in the country.

You are invited to a unique seminar on Friday 22nd February, hosted by the makeITsecure campaign, aimed at parents of children who are engaged in social networking. The seminar will feature John Carr, an international expert on social networking and advisor to the UK government and Dr Rachel O’Connell, Chief Safety Officer, Bebo.

Audrey Conlon, Chair of the Internet Advisory Board, the Government body which is concerned with child safety online, will facilitate the session. The panel will also feature a young, typical user of social networking sites. There will also be an opportunity to talk to young people who are using social networking sites on a daily basis who will show you how the sites work, how your children are engaging with them. The seminar will show you how to ensure that your children stay safe, while enjoying the benefits that social networking brings.

Social Networking is hugely popular with websites such as Bebo, Facebook, My Space and Irish site, Nimble attracting hundreds of thousands of Irish ‘hits’ every day. However, research conducted by the Irish and Northern Irish governments, under the auspices of the makeITsecure Campaign, show that a worryingly large number of parents are not familiar with these sites and more seriously, do not monitor their children’s use of them.

The security threats posed by social networking have been adopted as a theme for the makeITsecure campaign, a unique private / public sector cross-boarder consortium, led by Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources in the south and the Department of Finance and Personnel in the North, supported by 02, 3, Vodafone, Microsoft, Symantec, BT, eircom, Internet Advisory Board and NCTE. The campaign is being run from Monday 11th February to Friday 22nd February – it also addresses id theft, phishing and educating users on protecting their computers.

To register for this unique and valuable seminar, please email mailto:Barbara@q4pr.ie or call 01 475 1444. 

Registration is essential as there are a limited number of places available.

