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Dublin, 18th October 2004 - Despite access to a growing number of media by children, the risks and issues perceived by parents are largely associated with internet access through computers, according to new research presented by the Internet Advisory Board at its annual conference today. 

  

The conference, entitled Child Safety and New Media Content, explored the impact of an increasing array of information reaching children through an ever expanding number of media channels.  The research, carried out by Amárach Research, was carried out among parents and children to ascertain patterns to access and use of new technological media. 

  

Speaking at the conference, Ms Audrey Conlon, Chairperson, IAB said, "Access to modern media is part of every child's life today and we need to understand and focus on how the barrage of information and content affects them.  Our concern has progressed from the illegal use of the internet to the potential harmful impact it has on our children.  This is an issue that needs to be debated, understood and addressed." 

  

"It is interesting to note that despite access to the internet via mobile phones, parents major concerns still focus on the internet accessed through computers.  Only 13% of parents consider a mobile phone high risk compared to 47% who consider a PC with internet a threat," she continued. 

  

Key findings indicate that there has been a significant rise in both the availably and use of number of technologies used by children.  Over 9 out of ten children between ten and fourteen have access to their own mobile phones and video players, while 81 per cent have access to cable TV and 78 per cent have access to a DVD player.  Surprisingly though, weekly internet access by children is down to 64% from 85% in 2001.  However, internet access via computer remains parents' primary source of concern for the access of unsuitable material by children.   

  

"This data indicates a growing interest in newly developed forms of technology and the ease with which young Irish people can now respond to these technologies," said Ms Conlon.  "The drop in internet usage points to its use as medium for meeting specific needs rather than a place that serves a general interest or curiosity about the internet itself." 

  

Almost half of all parents classified the internet as a potential source of access to unsuitable materials, which is almost twice the risk of perceived by digital television at 28%.  Specifically, access to pornography is the biggest concern, followed by unsuitable material. 

  

"It is no surprise that a downside exists to the benefits attached to these new technologies.  The development of additional functionality on media such as mobile phones and games consoles has not impacted on either parents or children negatively to date," noted Ms Conlon.  

  

Supervision and monitoring of children's use of the internet is very high with over eight in ten children stating that there was usually someone present while they accessed the internet.  In addition to this, almost ninety per cent of parents have imposed rules on their child's use of technology while over eighty per cent have discussed the potential dangers associated with the internet with their children.  This has led to over half of parents reporting that they trust their children. 

  

"Ultimately, the growing number of technological media and increased access to the internet has been matched with a greater awareness of the potential dangers of their misuse.  This in turn has resulted in a greater feeling of parental responsibility to protect their children's technological development," she continued. 

  

Farrel Corcoran, Professor of Communications, DCU chaired the conference.  Professor Corcoran recently explored the issue of children and the media in his book, RTE and Globalisation of Irish Television.  

  

Other contributors to the conference included; Marie Murray, Director of Psychology, St Vincent's Hospital; Dr. Guy Cumberbatch, Director, Communications Research Group, UK; Alex White, former barrister and radio producer and Dr. Brian O'Neill, Head of Media School, DIT.

