Internet Safety Awareness Campaign



Released: 24 November 2003 

Brian Lenihan, T.D, Minister for Children, today, visited the offices of www.hotline.ie at the start of an extensive radio and Web advertising and public notice campaign to raise awareness of Internet Safety. This campaign is being run by the Internet Advisory Board with support from the Information Society Fund.

The Minister acknowledged that the Internet can be a wonderful tool with enormous potential for enhancing the development of children and improving their learning experiences. However, he reiterated the need for parents to take responsibility for their children's online safety.

Research carried out by the Internet Advisory Board indicates that, although many parents are aware of the need to protect their children while online, some feel powerless to do so.

However, the Minister said there are many easy common-sense steps that all parents can take to help ensure that their children are protected while using the Internet. These include:

· talking to children about what they do on the Internet and encouraging them to talk about anything uncomfortable they find     

· keeping the computer where a parent can see it in a busy part of the house 

· checking history files for suitability of sites and chat rooms that their children have visited 

· telling their children never to give out personal information without permission 

· telling their children never to meet an on-line friend without their knowledge and permission .

The Internet Advisory Board Website www.iab.ie has these tips and more, including information about filtering software and other tools to help parents monitor their child's internet usage.

The Hotline, which is funded by the Internet Service Providers Association of Ireland and the EU's Safer Internet Action Plan, provides a confidential central point of contact for members of the public who become aware of child pornography on the Internet in Ireland. The Hotline accepts reports about such material and attempts to trace and identify its source. If the material is hosted in Ireland, the Hotline will request the relevant Internet Service Provider to remove it and will refer it to An Garda Siochána for investigation. If the material is not hosted in Ireland, the Hotline will pass on the report to the relevant Hotline abroad.

The Internet Advisory Board's information campaign will be run over a period of eight weeks up mid January, 2004.  The Internet Advisory Board was established by the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform in February 2000. The Board monitors and supports the Irish Internet Service Provider to deliver an effective self regulatory environment while monitoring developments relating to the illegal and harmful use of the Internet. The Board also commissions research on internet downside issues and promotes awareness . 

Further information about the Internet Advisory Board and Internet Safety is available at www.iab.ie or by phoning 01 6028661. 

