EU Safer Internet Day 2009

EU Safer Internet Day 2009 takes place today Tuesday 10th February. This International annual event, which is organised by European internet safety network (INSAFE) and is co-funded by the European Commission’s Safer Internet Programme, takes place every February to promote safe and responsible use of the internet and mobile phone technologies, especially amongst children and young people.

The Office for Internet Safety, which is an Executive Office of the Department of Justice, Equality & Law Reform, has produced an information leaflet on ‘Internet Safety for Parents’ and a bookmark on ‘Top Tips for safer use of social-networking sites’ to mark Safer Internet Day 2009. These resources will be available from all public libraries. These publications and information on internet safety can be found on the Office for Internet Safety website www.internetsafety.ie

Just like with past years, the Safer Internet Day celebrations will include local, national and international events organised by a broad variety of organisations ranging from schools and youth clubs to industry, civil society and local and national government agencies, including amongst others the launch of a new video campaign called “Watch Your Space – Stop Cyberbullying”  which will be formally launched today by the Minister of State with Responsibility for Science and Innovation, Mr. Jimmy Devins T.D.

Speaking today, the Director of the Office for Internet Safety, Mr. John Laffan said:  “The growth in the use of the Internet, including the use of social networking sites by young people is a concern for parents today.  However, there are many ways that you as a parent can help to protect your children from these dangers and ensure that your child's online experience is happy and productive.  Safer Internet Day is all about maintaining public awareness about the need for safer internet use for children and young people.”

In a joint initiative between the Office for Internet Safety, the National Centre for Technology in Education (NCTE) www.ncte.ie and An Chomhairle Leabharlanna / the Library Council, it is proposed to hold Internet Safety training sessions for parents in five public libraries across the country in the near future. This decision reflects the role of library authorities in the promotion of a socially inclusive Internet access service.

The Office for Internet Safety acknowledges the support of An Chomhairle Leabharlanna, the National Centre for Technology in Education and the Library Association of Ireland in developing this initiative.
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